
Modal Verbs and First Conditional: Uses and Examples 

In the first conditional, modal verbs can replace "will" in the main 

clause to express different degrees of certainty, permission, 

obligation, or ability about the future result. Here's a breakdown of 

their uses with examples: 

Modal 

Verb 

Use Example 

Will Expresses certainty or a 

strong prediction about a 

future result. 

If you call him now, he’ll 

answer. 

Might/May Expresses possibility or a 

less certain outcome. 

If we finish early, we 

might go to the park. 

Can Indicates ability or 

possibility in the result 

clause. 

If you save enough 

money, you can buy a 

new phone. 

Could Suggests a future 

possibility, often slightly 

more tentative than "can." 

If you work hard, you 

could get a promotion. 

Should Expresses advice or 

expectation about the result. 

If you exercise regularly, 

you should feel healthier. 

Must Indicates a strong 

obligation or necessity in 

the result. 

If you want to pass the 

test, you must study 

harder. 

Shall Expresses formal or polite 

suggestions (less common 

in modern usage). 

If we complete the project 

on time, shall we 

celebrate with dinner? 

Key Notes 

• Modal verbs add flexibility to the first conditional, enabling the 

speaker to communicate nuances such as possibility, obligation, 

or advice. 

• The if-clause always uses the present simple tense, while the 

main clause takes the modal verb + base verb. 

 


